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To the AUTHOR of the LOUNGER. 


Malignitati falfa fpecies Libertatis ineft. Tac, 
SIR, 


OME time ago a female correfpondent was obliged to enter 
S a complaint with you againft one of the Virtues, and fet 
forth the hardfhips which a family endures from the circumftan- 
ces of its mafter’s extreme cultivation of 7ruth. 1am forry, Sir, 
to be obliged to enter a fimilar complaint againft another of the 
Virtues, of the fame family with that of which the Lady com- 
plains ; and to relate to you the effets which | happened lately to 
witnefs from the extreme cultivation of Freedom, 

The word Freedom, Sir, till this late incident in my life, car- 
ried with it a found at once fo facred and fo animating, as [ 
thought was entitled to my warmeft love and veneration. Yet a 
young man, and full of the claflic remembrances of Roman vir- 
tue, | connected with the love of Liberty every thing that digni- 
fies and humanifes man; and | heard the cautions of fome of my 
elder and more experienced friends, with the fecret triumph of 
a fuperior mind, whofe vigor was unfubdued by age, whofe ho- 
neft warmth was unextinguifhed by intereft or the world. 

By one of thofe advifers | was lately carried on a vifit to the 
houfe of a common relation of ours, with whofe perfon, as he 
refided in a different part of the country, | was not at all ac- 
quainted; but whofe character, having often heard him cele- 
brated as a warm partifan of Liberty, | had long learned to re- 
vere; and | was happy to find that | fhould have now an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring an intimate acquaintance with him, our vifit 
being propoted to be as long as it was diftant, and meant to laft 
during the whole Eatter Holidays, according to their longett 
computation, 

When we arrived at the houfe, and I was introduced to my 
coufin, I was fomewhat difappointed with his afpect and manner, 
neither of which poflefled a great deal of that dignity, which, 
from an aflerter of Freedom, according to my claflic notions of 
the character, | had taught myfelf to expect. 1 found Mr Wilfull 
a thick {quat figure, with an appearance of great ftrength and 
frefhnefs tor his age, with a perfon rather lufty, and fomewhat 
of rubicundity in his face. His motions were more quick than 
graceful, his voice rough and ftrong, which laft, however, | was 
inclined, on firit hearing it, to call firm and manly, Thefe qua- 
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lities I afterwards found employed to give force and emphafis to 
a variety of oaths, of which the gentleman was very profufe in 
the courfe of his converfation, He gave us a very cordial wel- 
come, and infifted on our recruiting ourfelves after our journey 
with a glafs of his cordial waters, which I found fo ftrong as to 
make mv eyes water the firft mouthful | fwallowed, but Mr Wil- 
full himfelf took off a bumper, without feeming to feel any fuch 
inconvenience, 

When dinner came, the ladies of the family appeared, who 
confifted of Mrs Wilfull and two daughters, on whom our Land- 
lord beftowed a hearty {cold for making us wait, as he faid, a 
quarter of an hour for their damned hair drefling. This repri- 
mand the ladies bore with great fubmiffion, Mirs Wilfull, in- 
deed, made a filent fort of reply, by pulling out her watch, by 
which I faw it wanted feveral minutes of four, But Mr Wilfull 
{wore another oath, that a woman’s watch was like her judge- 
ment, very little to be depended on; and defired her to take no- 
tice, that 4is watch was to be the only regulator in sis houfe. 

During the time of dinner Mr Wilfull made ufe of the fame fort 
of freedom to criticife feveral difhes which were not quite drefled 
to his liking. On his lady making fome attempts at explanation 
and apology, he cold her he knew fhe muft always have her own 
way, but that he could not help believing his own f{mell and 
tafte: on fome further remonftrance, though a very gentle one, 
he carried the liberty of his tongue a little farther; he fwore at 
her, and curfed the cook. 

The cloth had not been removed above a few minutes, when 
our landlord, by afking the ladies toafts one after another as taft 
as they could be drank, gave them a hint that he expected the 
fhould retire, and leave us to enjoy “‘ that liberty he loved.” As 
the firft fruits of which, the door was {carce fhut behind them, 
when he began to give us fome toafts which feemed to have been 
at his tongue’s end all the time they ftaid, and waited there im- 
patient for utterance till they fhould be gone At the clofe of 
thefe moral fentiments, he gave us fome political fentiments (for 
Mr Wilfull is extremely fentimental), which tended to fix the 
creed of the company in patriotifm, as the former fet of healths 
had eflablifhed their principles in point of virtue and morality, 
The firft of thefe, ‘* Liberty and the Conttitution,” we were de- 
fired to drink, not in the ordinary glatles of the table, but in an 
old fafhioned rummer of a particular fhape and magnitude, which 
had been in his family for feveral generations, and. was marked 
with certain words and figures more emblematical of freedom 
than of tafte or polirenefs. ‘This dofe of wine it was abfolute- 
ly incumbent on every gue{t to fwallow ata draught; on fome- 
body’s venturing to remonttrate, that his making himfelf fick 
would tend neither to the increafe of liberty nor to the ettablifh- 
ment of the con{titution, his plea was immediately over-ruled in 
a very vociferous manner by our Hoft, from whofe decifion I 
found there was no appeal. He contrived to furnifh us with 
fuch a variety of bumper-toafts in favour of freedom, which 
none of us were at liberty to decline, that 1 was carried fpeech- 
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lefs to bed, (as, I was afterwards told, were feveral other members 
of the company), and waked next morning with fo violent a 
headach, that had I not been informed of Mr Wilfull’s being that 
day engaged at a county meeting on fome public meafure, | be- 
lieve | fhould have hardly been prevailed on to rife, 

When he took his departure after breakfaft, which he did with 
fome apologies, extremely unneceflary, for leaving us with his 
wife, | was very agreeably difappointed to find Mrs Wilfull and 
the young ladies not at all fo much given to filence as from their 
deportment on the preceding day I had been led to imagine 
them. I found the one had learned and the other inherited fome 
of Mr Wilfull’s love of liberty, which they were exceedingly 
fond of exercifing in the abfence of that gentleman, and which 
fhewed itfelf in a very free difcuflion of his temper, difpofition, 
and management of his family. In the courfe of this converfa- 
tion, in which indeed | was a hearer only, | learned that Mr 
Wilfull was perfe€tly the lord and matter of his own houle, in 
which he exercifed the mott dictatorial fway, no doubt accord- 
ing to the old Roman maxim, “ Ne quid detrimenti Republica 
* capiat,” for the pure good of the family, Of this, however, the 
family, as perhaps was fometimes the cafe with the ftate, were 
not quite fo fenfidle as they fhould have been, Mrs Wilfull com- 
plained that her hufband was a little particular in his temper. 
The daughters talked more plainly, and faid, that Pappa was one 
of the ttrangeft out-of-the-wayeft men in the world; that he 
would not allow them education like other girls in town, becaufe, 
he faid, in a town they would learn nothing but French dances 
and French fafhions, both which he hated, becaute the French 
were flaves. His fon, it feems, he alfo kept at home with a tutor 
he had provided for him, who was but very little of a fcholar; 
his {cholarihip, Mrs Wiliull faid, her hufband did not much 
mind, as he had never found Greek or Latin of any ule to him- 
felf; but that this young man was a favourite with him becaufe of 
his ftaunch political principles, and being what he called a frong- 
beaded fellow, but in what fente the word was applied Mrs Wil- 
full did not explain. She.added, that neither her fon or daugh- 
ters had much opportunity of Improvement from fociety,. as po- 
litical quarrels had eitranged the principal families in the neigh- 
bourhood from their houte. 

In domeftic matters, Mrs Wilfull hinted the difficulties fhe fre- 
quently laboured under to keep things tolerably quiet. The fer- 
vants, the iaid, were frequently leaving them at ihort warnings ; 
and that they had had feveral Jaw-fuits with difcarded footmen 
about wages and board-wages, Mr Wilfull, the faid, was in the 
main a very good fort of man; but it muft be confeiled he liked 
his own way in every thing; and that he would not allow any body 
the hberty of giving him an anfwer. 

From the parion of Mr Wilfull’s parifh, who happened to come 
in during this conyerfation, | learned that his patron’s tenants 
had all very {hort leafes, as it was his principle, that a man’s eftate 
was not his own, if a low fellow had the ufe of it for twenty or 
thirty years. Afterwards, in the courfe of a walk with this fame 
clergyman, 
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clergyman, I had an opportunity of feeing fomewhat of the ftate 
and culture of Mr Wilfull’s eftate. The barn-yards were but thinly 
ftored, and the farm-houtes but in indifferent repair. Several of 
the farms were in a ftate of open uncultivated wildnefs, with here 
a patch of broom, there a corner of furze, and now and then a 
ridge or two of rufhes and thiftles. A perfon of a fportive ima- 
gination might have traced an analogy between Mr Wilfull’s 
principles and the ftate of his grounds : Xerxes chained the Helle- 
{pont, becaufe he was accuftomed to govern flaves: Mr Wilfull, 
one might fay, left the very foil at liberty, and neither conftrain- 
ed it by culture, nor fettered it by inclofures. 

This ftate of his private property, however, my companion 
partly accounted for from Mr Wilfull’s attention having been for 
fome time much occupied by fome public and national concerns, 
in which his love of liberty had involved him. There was a little 
town in the neighbourhood of his eftate, in which it feems he had, 
from patriotic motives, projected a thorough reformation, It was 
at prefent, according to the parfon’s account, in the hands of a- 
bout a dozen people, who, Mr Wilfull complained, had the entire 
ditpofal of it. He withed its government to be in the people at 
large; by which, however, the clergyman frankly confefled his 
patron meant, if poflible, to get the management of it to himfelf, 
Mean time he had taught the inhabitants, every foul of them, pro- 
per ideas of treedom and independence; in cultivating thefe, in- 
deed, they had loft fome others which people who don’t know the 
value of liberty might reckon as ufeful. There were formerly one 
or two thriving manufactures in the town; but they had of late 
been driven out of it as hoftile to its freedom, 1 afked the cler- 
gyman, what branches they now carried on there? “ Oh! now, 
** Sir,” faid he, “ they are all bufy in making reforms,” 

In fhort, Mr Lounger, (for | am afraid of tiring you with my 
recital), | found, from this day’s information, as well as my own 
experience during another which I {pent at Mr Wilfull’s, that this 
gentleman is fo very fond of liberty, that he is inclined to mono- 
polize it entirely to himfelf. Not caring either to fuffer in filence, 
or to quarrel with my kinfman by ailerting my freedom, I contri- 
ved fome apology for putting an end to my vifit on the morning 
of the fourth day; and | contefs was very happy to leave this 
champion tor independence, to return to the government of an 
elderly aunt, who keeps houfe for me; who, though of old- 
faihioned Tory principles, is yet very fond of her nephew, very 
indulgent to the fervants, and very hofpitable to the neighbours; 
and who, though fhe does not trouble herielf about the good of 
her country, teeds the bet fowls, makes the beft mince-pies, and 
brews the beit ale in the world. 

Tam, &c. LIBERCULUS., 





EDINBURG H: 


Publifhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 


from Correfpondeuts are received, 


Next oaturday will be pwboidhed N° LXVI, 








